INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
P. O. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201

vate: QCT 312002

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Employer Identification Number:
42-1536915

DLN:
THE EMERIL LAGASSE FOUNDATION 17053275053042
C/O MARK S STEIN Contact Person:
JULIE CHEN ID# 31261

701 POYDRAS ST STE 3600

NEW ORLEANS, LA 70139-0000 Contact Telephone Number:

(877) 829-5500
Accounting Period Ending:
December 31
Addendum Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:

Based on information supplied, and assuming your operations will be as
stated in your application for recognition of exemption, we have determined you
are exempt from Federal income tax under section 501 (a) of the Internal
Revenue Code as an organization described in section 501{c) (3).

We have further determined that, as indicated in your application, you
are a private foundation within the meaning of section 509(a) of the Code.
this letter we are not determining whether you are an operating foundation as

defined in section 4942(3) (3).

In

If your sources of support, Or your purposes, character, or method of
please let us know so we can consider the effect of the

change on your exempt status and foundation status. In the case of an amend-
ment to your organizational document or bylaws, please send us a copy of the
amended document or bylaws. Also, you should inform us of all changes in your

name or address.

operation change,

As of January 1, 1984, you are liable for taxes under the Federal
Insurance Contributions Act (social security taxes) on remuneration of $100
or more you pay to each of your employees during a calendar year. You are
not liable for the tax imposed under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act (FUTA).
However, since you are a private foundation, you are subject to excise taxes
under chapter 42 of the Code. You also may be subject to other Federal excise
taxes. If you have any questions about excise, employment, or other Federal

taxes, please let us know.

Donors may deduct contributions to you as provided in section 170 of the
Code. Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you or for your use
are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes if they meet the
applicable provisions of sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code.

contribution deductions are allowable to donors only to the extent that
their contributions are gifts, with no consideration received. Ticket pur-
chases and similar payments in conjunction with fundraising events may not
necessarily qualify as deductible contributions, depending on the circum-
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THE EMERIL LAGASSE FOUNDATION

stances. See Revenue Ruling 67-246, published in Cumulative Bulletin 1967-2,
on page 104, which sets forth guidelines regarding the deductibility, as chari-
table contributions, of payments made by taxpayers for admission to or other
participation in fundraising activities for charity.

You are required to file Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation or
Section 4947 (a) (1) Trust Treated as a Private Foundation. Form 990-PF must be
filed by the 15th day of the fifth month after the end of your annual account-

A penalty of $20 a day is charged when a return is filed late,

ing period.
the maximum penalty

unless there is reasonable cause for the delay. However,
charged cannot exceed $10,000 or 5 percent of your gross receipts for the year,
whichever is less. For organizations with gross receipts exceeding $1,000,000
in any year, the penalty is $100 per day per return, unless there is reasonable
cause for the delay. The maximum penalty for an organization with gross
receipts exceeding $1,000,000 shall not exceed $50,000. This penalty may also
be charged if a return is not complete, soO please be sure your return is

complete before you file it.

You are not required to file Federal income tax returns unless you are
subject to the tax on unrelated business income under section 511 of the Code.
If you are subject to this tax, you must file an income tax return on Form
990-T, Exempt Organization Business Income Tax Return. In this letter we
are not determining whether any of your present oOr proposed activities are
unrelated trade or business as defined in section 513 of the Code.

You are required to make certain returns available for public inspection
for three years after the later of the due date of the return or the date the
return is filed. The returns required to be made available for public
inspection are Form 990-PF, Return of Private Foundation or Section 4947 (a) (1)
Nonexempt Charitable Trust Treated as a Private Foundation, and Form 4720,
Return of Certain Excise Taxes on Charities and Other Persons Under Chapters 41
and 42 of the Internal Revenue Code. You are also required to make available

for public imnspection your exemption application, any supporting documents, and
Copies of these documents must be provided to any

your exemption letter.
n request without charge other than

individual upon written or in perso
reasonable fees for copying and postage. You may fulfill this reguirement by
placing these documents on the Internet. Penalties may be imposed for failure
to comply with these requirements. Additional information is available in

Publication 557, Tax-Exempt Status for Your Organization, or you may call our

toll free number shown above.

You need an employer identification number even if you have no employees.
If an employer identification number was not entered on your application, a
number will be assigned to you and you will be advised of it. Please use that
number on all returns you file and in all correspondence with the Internal

Revenue Service.
This determination is based on evidence that your funds are dedicated
to the purposes listed in section 501 (c) (3) of the Code. To assure your

continued exemption, you should maintain records to show that funds are
expended only for those purposes. If you distribute funds to other
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THE EMERIL LAGASSE FOUNDATION

organizations, your records should show whether they are exempt under
section 501 (c) (3). 1In cases where the recipient organization is not exempt
under section 501 (c) (3), there should be evidence that the funds will remain
dedicated to the required purposes and that they will be used for those

purposes by the recipient.

If we have indicated in the heading of this letter that an addendum
applies, the addendum enclosed is an integral part of this letter.

Because this letter could help resolve any questions about your exempt
status and foundation status, you should keep it in your permanent records.

We have sent a copy of this letter to your representative as indicated
in your power of attorney.

If you have any questions, please contact the person whose name and
telephone number are shown in the heading of this letter.

Sincerely yours,

, l
(& E
~ Lois G. Lerner

//er/Director, Exempt Organizations

H
i
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Charitable Contributions -
Substantiation and Disclosure Requirements

UNDER THE NEW LAW. CHARITIES WILL NEED TO PRO-
VIDE NEW KINDS OF INFORMATION TCO DONORS. Faiiure ic
iai of dsductions r¢ 4onors anc the IMpestion of

A< s¢ may resuls ic as
penalues on charies.

L egislatior signec mntc law by the Presiden: or. August 10, 193, con-
-exemp: chamiabie

rains @ number of significan: provisions affecung tax
orcanizatons described in sectior: 501 (¢)(3; o7 the Internai Revenue
Code These provisions include: (1} new substantiaton requirements for
donors. and (2 new public disciosure requirements for charites (with
potential penalties Tor Iailing to comply ). Addiuonally. charities shouic
note thar donors could be penalized by loss of the deduction if they fail
to substantiate. THE SUBSTANTIATION AND DISCLOSURE
PROVISIONS APPLY TO CONTRIBUTIONS MADE AFTER

DECEMBER 31. 1993.

Charities need to familiarize themselves with these tax law changes in
order to bring themselves into compliance. Thic Publication alerts vou
tc the new provisions affecting tax-exempt charitable organizations. Set
forth below are brief descriptions of the new law ¢ key provisions. The
Internal Revenue Service plans te provide further guidance 1 the near

future.

Donor’s Substantiation Requirements

Documenting Certain Charitable Contributions. — Beginning Janu-
arv 1. 1994, n¢ deduction will be allowed under section 170 of the Inter-
na’ Revenue Code for any charitable contribution of $250 or more un-
“esc the donor has contemporaneous wWIitler substantiation from the
charity. In cases where the charity bas provided goods or services 1© the
donor in exchange for making the contribution. this contemporansous
writter acknowledgement must include & good faith estimate of the
value of such goods or services. Thus. taxpavers may ne longer rely
solely or a cancellec check te substantiate a cash contribution of $250

OrF more.

The substantiation must be “contemporaneous.” That i¢. It must be ob-
tained by the donor no later than the date the donor actually files & re-
turr: for the tax vear in which the contribution was made. If the return is
filed after the due date or extended due date, then the substantiation
mus: have been obrained by the due date or extended due date.

The responsibility for obtaining this substantiation lies with the do-
nor. who must request it from the charity. The charity is not required
1c record or repor: this information t¢ the IRS or behalf o donors.

The legislation provides thar substantiatior. wili ot be requirec if. in
accordance with regulations prescribed by the Secretary, the chariry
reports directly te: the IRS the information requirec ¢ be providec in the
wrirten substanuanon. A: present. there are n¢ regulanons establishing
procedures Tor direct reporting by charites ¢ the IRS of charirable con-
tributions made ir. 1994, Conssquently. charities and donore shouic be
prepared (¢ provide/obtair the described substantiation for 1994 coni-
butions of $25C or more.

There is nc prescribec formar for the writer acknowiedgemen:. For

ter-generatec formis may be accepi-

al

exampie, ieniers. postcards o7 compu
able The acknowiedgemen: doss not have 1¢ include the donor’s socl

. provide suffi-

catior. number. It must howe

souriny oF tax 1gentd
“len: inforr.ation tC substaniiats the amoun: ¢f e deducuitie conti

v120gement snoulc Note e ¢

However if the donatior 1 I U

sledgement musT AesSrine. bu

o1 07 tne donatel properT il

The writter. substantatior. shoulé alse note whetner tne dones organize-
tior provided any goods 0 $ervices i Consideration. i Whole o in part
for tne conuibutior: anc. & sc. mus: provide & descriphiorn anc gooc-iaith
=stimate of the value of the goods 0 services. Ir the new iav tness are

referred tc as “guicé pre quc contributions.”

Please note that there ic 2 new law requiring charities to furnish
disclosure statements to donors for such quid pro gquo donations in
excess of $73. This is addressed in the next section regarding Disclo-

sure By Charity.

If the goods o servicer consist entirely of intangible religiout benefits.
the statemen: shouid indicate this. but the statemen: nezd no: descrive or
provide ar estimate o the value of these benefits. “Intangible religious
benafits” are also discussec in the Toliowing section on Disclosure By
Charity. K. on the other hand. the dono: received nothing in rewrn ot

the contribution. the writter substantiation mus: sC state.

The present law remains ir effect that. generaliy. if the value of ar item
or group of like items exceeds $3.000. the donor must obwin 4 qualified
appraisal and submit an appraisal summary with the return claiming the

aeduction.

The organization may either provide separate statements for each conwi-
bution of $250 or more from & taxpayer. or furnish periodi~ statements

substantiating contributions of $250 or more.

Separate payments are regarded as independent conmibutions and are
not ageregated for purposes of measuring the $250 threshold. However.
the Service is authorized to establist anti-abuse rules te prevent avoid-
ance of the substantiation requirement by taxpayers writing separate
smaller checks on the same date.

If donations are made through payroll deductions. the deductior: from
each pavcheck is regarded as a separate payment.

A charity that knowingly provides false written substantiation t¢ a donor
may be subject tc the penalties for aiding and abetting an understate-
ment of tax liabiliry under section 6701 of the Code.

Disclosure by Charity of Receipt of
Quid Pro Quo Contribution

Beginning January 1. 1994. under new section 6115 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code. a charitable organizatior mus: provide & wriren disclosure
staternen: 10 donors who make a pavment, described as a “quid pro guo
conwmibution.” in excess of $75. This requirement is separate from the
written substantiatior: required for deductibility purposes as discussed
above. While. in certain circunmstances. an organizatior. may be able to
meer both requirements with the same written document. an 0rganizé-
tion must be careful ¢ sausty the section 6115 written disclosure state-
men: reguiremeni it & imely manner because of the penalues involved.
A quid pro quo conwibudon is 2 payment made partly ¢ a contibution
and partly for goods or services providec e the domor by the chanty. Ar
example of & quic pro que contribution is where the donor gives & char-
ity $10C ir. consideratior for & concert ticket valuecd a $4C. In this ex-
ampie. $6C woulé be deductibie. Because the donor's payment (gui€ pre
e conmribution: exceeds $75. the disclosure statsmen: must be Tur

nished. ever though ths deductipie amoun: does not excesd §

orate TUNC-TAlSING event: Wi

ired vTiern SCIQSUTE Slatement mMust

- thas e

O, the GOonoT thal e a




ductible Tor Tedera: INCOME T PUIPOSES Is LMITEC 1¢ the exoess
of any money {anc the value oF any proparv other thar. monsy
contribute¢ by the aonor over the valus of g00ds OF $ervices pro-
vided by the charity. anc

2)  provids the donor with & gooc-falth esumate of the vaiue of.the

goods o services that the donor received.

The chariny must furnisk the statement it connecuor. with either the
ot of the quid pro que conwribution. If the discle-

solicitation or the rece
sure statemen: i Turnished in connection with & particular solicltatior. it
ic not necessary for the organization t¢ provide another statemen: wher.
the associatec contributior. i actually recerved.

The disclosure mus: be in writing and must be made in & manner that is
reasonably likely to come to the attention of the donor. For exampie. &
disciosure 1n small pont within a larger documen: night not meert this

requirement

in the following three circumstances, the disciosure statemeant i¢ not

required.

Where the only goods or services giver to & donor meet the stan-
dards for “insubstanual value” set out in section 3.01. paragraph
2 of Rev. Rroc. 90-12. 1990-1 C.B. 471. as amplified by section
2.01 of Rev. Proc. 92-49. 1092-1 C.B. 987 (or any updates or
revisions thereof;:

(2)  Where there 1s no donative element involved in @ particular
transacton with a chanty, such as 1o @ typical museum gift shop

sale.

Where there is only an intangible religious benefit provided to
the donor. The intangible religious benefit must be provided to

Internal Revenue Service
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20224

the dOnoT DY ar. Organization orgamizec exciusively or religious
purposes. anc must be o & Type that genereliv 1o not soid i &
comrmercial ransacuor ourslds the ACNauve COnexi An 2x-
ample of ar. intangibie religions denefi” woulC be aQmissior ¢ &
religious cersmony. The exceptiorn alse generaliv applies 1¢ dz
minimis 1angiole benefits. such as wine. providec i connecuon
with a religious ceremony. The intangibie reiigious benafit x-
ceprion. however. doss not apply te such items as pavment: for

. or for rave:

tuition for educailon ieading IC & recognIzec GegTs

Services, Or Consumer goods.
A penalry 1f imposed or. charitzes that dc no: meet the disclosure re-
quirements. For failure tc make the required disclosure in connection
with & quic
$1C per conuibution. not 1o exceed $3.000 pe
mailing. The charity may avolc the penalty
was due to reasonable cause.

pro quo contribution of more thar $75. thers is @ penalty of
fundraising even: or
car: show that the Tailure

Please note that the prevailing basic rule aliowing donor deductions
only to the extent that the pavment exceeds the fair market value of
the goods or services received in return still applies generally to all
quid pro quo contributions. The $75 threshold pertains oniy to the
obligation to disclose and the imposition of the $10 per contribution
penalty. not the rule on deductibility of the payment.

Department of the Treasury
internal Revenue Service
Pubilication 1771 (11-93)
Catalog Number 20054Q

”G

Bulk Rate

Postage and Fees Paid
'IRS
" Permit No. G-48

L

|
|




